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Dear Colleagues, 

The European-Asian Law Congress was established in 2007 by the Russian 

Association of Legal Experts in order to organize discussions with participation of 

academics, representatives of business and officials and to stimulate legal 

research on urgent topics of international development.  

The 5th Session of the Congress “Law and Modernization: Priorities 

and Strategy” will be devoted to the issues of modern tax, financial, customs, 

commercial, labor and migration legislation of the Russian Federation, of 

member-states of the EurAsEC, the SOC, the EU and measures to fight 

international crime. 

We are inviting you to participate in the Plenary Meeting and Sessions of 

Expert Groups. The 5th Session will take place on 26-27 May 2011 in 

Ekaterinburg, Center of Culture «Ural», Studencheskaya str., 3. 

We also inform you that the 80-th anniversary of the Urals State Academy 

of Law will be celebrated in the framework of the 5th Session. 

The Organizational Committee kindly asks you to inform about your 

participation until 1 May 2011 by sending an e-mail to: ER-centre-finance@soeka.ru.  

 

     Prof. D.V. Vinnitskiy             Prof. S.V. Zapolskiy           Prof. P.Pistone 
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Topics for discussion 
 

 

I. Session № 1  

 1.1. Tax and financial law: national sovereignty and the development of 

mechanisms of supranational coordination. 

 1.2. The Basics of Tax and Budget Legislation of the Eurasian Economic 

Community (EurAsEC): the object of regulation and the main functions. 

 1.3. Tax disputes in international courts (ECtHR, ECJ, Court of the EurAsEC): 

comparative analysis and principles of jurisdiction.   

 

II. Session № 2 

 2.1. Application of tax treaties in respect to income and capital: case law of 

Russian commercial courts. 

 2.2. VAT in cross-border situations: rules for supply of services (“place of 

supply”). 

 2.3. Model tax conventions (OECD, UN, RF Model conventions approved by 

the RF Government Ruling of 24.02.2010 №84) and issues of interpretation of 

bilateral tax treaties in respect to income and capital (Articles 6-8, 10-21). 

 

III. Additional information for foreign reporters  

Academics and experts in tax law are kindly invited to prepare a National Report 

(within the framework of the Expert Group of the Congress) representing one of the 

countries of the Euro-Asian region. The National Report should be prepared in 

writing according to the questionnaire attached.    

The Report should be structured as an article based on the questionnaire. 

The report can be submitted in Russian or in English. The applications should be 

sent until 30 April 2011. 

In case the Organizational Committee of the Congress selects an applicant as a 

National speaker of a respective country the draft report should be submitted until 

20 May 2011.  

The applications for national reports can be sent to: ER-center-finance@soeka.ru. 
 

The Reports are planned to be published in the Russian Yearbook of International 

Tax Law. 
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Questionnaire for national reports: 

 

 

1) Which document (if any) of your country legally establishes priorities of international 
tax policy that should be implemented in concluding bilateral tax treaties on income and 
capital?  

Can this document (or the system of norms established in it) be defined as a “special” 
model tax convention developed and practiced in the country you represent? What is 
the significance of this document (model convention), if it exists?  

  
2) To what extent do international model conventions, in particular, the UN and OECD 
model conventions have an impact on national legislation of the country you represent 

and the international tax treaties it concludes? 
Which legal tools secure the impact of (one of) the above-mentioned model 
conventions? 

How essential are the deviations from the given model conventions (one of them) 
allowed in practice and what are the reasons for that.    
 

3) How do the doctrine and case law of the country you represent define the legal 
significance of the commentaries to international model conventions (UN, OECD)? 

To what extent do these commentaries have a real impact on the interpretation and 
application of tax treaties concluded by your country on the basis of the above-
mentioned model conventions? 

Are there examples of direct references in court decisions and rulings of tax authorities 
to the provisions of the commentaries of model conventions? 
If there are, are they accompanied by some explanations and (or) justifications 

(directly outlined or implied) in regard to the legal nature of the commentaries and the 
extent of their legal significance for interpretation and application of tax treaties?     
 

4) Does your country, when concluding bilateral tax treaties, take into account the 
peculiarities of the trade turnover and the balance of foreign trade and investment with 
a particular country which is the partner in an international treaty? 

To what extent do such economic circumstances have an impact on the content of a tax 
treaty in practice and the general approaches to the interpretation of its provisions? 
  

5) Which state authorities: the Ministry of Finance, tax authorities (if they are 
separated from the Ministry of Finance) other executive authorities or courts influence 
most of all the interpretation of the international treaties concluded by your state? Are 

there any general tendencies that can be seen in their interpretations in the recent 
years? 
To what extent is the interpretation of international tax treaties in the legal system of 

your country consistent and has no contradictions?    
Are there any cases when similar (identical) provisions of tax treaties concluded by 
your country with different states are interpreted in practice differently? 

Are there any cases of direct violation of the concluded tax treaties and how are they 
justified from the legal perspective? 
 

6) How fast is your country in ratifying the signed international tax treaties and in 
other actions which are necessary for their coming into effect in accordance with the 
Constitution and provisions of domestic law? 

Are there any cases of non-ratification of the signed tax treaties and how are they 
justified from the legal perspective? 
How are the problems connected with the refusal of the Parliament to ratify a certain 

treaty eventually solved if there are such cases at all?  


